Champion Blackwing Bluffdale Memphis
May 15, 1992 to May 18- 2002
Breeders and owners- Mike and Lenore Hamilton
Like most labradors Champion Blackwing Bluffdale

Memphis did everything within his power to please the members
of our family. As a companion to our family he was there
anytime we needed him. Whether it was laying his head on your
knee around the house, helping raise the kids including going to
college, working in the duck blind or showing. Memphis helped
us advance our understanding of training, showing and breeding
a better quality labrador than we had known with the field lines
common in Arkansas.

Memphis saw the show ring as a waist of time
and tolerated it because we ask it of him. In 1996 at the Dallas
Forth Worth Specialty he was awarded Best of Opposite Sex to
Best of Breed by Kendall Herr.

Along the way to his championship he had major wins
under Paula Nykel in Tulsa in 1995, and Charlotte McGowan in
1994. He also managed several Best of Breeds from the classes
at shows in Oklahoma City, Little Rock and others. He was
rarely shown as a special.

We began our experience with labs in 1977 with a field
bred dog as a hunting companion and member of the family for
twelve years. Our first champion was a purchase as a puppy
from Mike Kopek, a close friend. She was Champion Autumn
Dawn On Blackwing (Taz). While showing her in Arkansas,
Oklahoma and Texas; trips to Dallas Forth Worth LRC; and a
few National Specialities , we began to see more potential
within the breed. After meeting Dr. Michael Parsons in Dallas
he became a true friend and advisor to us until he passed away



last year. We leased Bluffdale Eider (Mumphy) to bred a litter
out of CH. Daylight Midnight Raider JH. We had met Susan
Mobley and Raider at the National in Denver. As Michael put it
Mumphy was a very strong willed lady like her Mother, Lily of
Bluffdale, one of Michael’s favorites. Mumphy stayed with us
until she died at age 14.

Memphis was one of 8 puppies out of the breeding of
Mumphy and Raider. Born on May 15, 1992. He was the
smallest but best made male in the litter with 7 males we
questioned whether he would ever be “enough” dog, often.
From 15 to 24 months he matured into a very nice dog, just as
Michael said he would.

Blackwing Bluffdale Blaze was a littermate to Memphis.
We bred her to Ch. Graemoor Tim which produced a very nice
bitch in our kennel Blackwing Nevermore (Raven). She won
Winners Bitch and Best Of Opposite at DFWLRC under Marion
Lyons.

We bred Ch. Autumn Dawn on Blackwing to Memphis.
This produced Ch. Blackwing Cory. We recently bred Cory to
Ch. Dickendall Davron Gable which has produced several nice
prospects. One of which is owned and shown by Steve and
Suzanne Calvert in Batesville, Ms. They call her Blackwing
Jaguar At Eureka (Jag). Jag recently won her sweeps and
regular classes at DFWLRC. She won all classes she was
entered in that weekend and was Reserve Winners Bitch on one
day. Another Cory Pup is a nice yellow male, Blackwing Ozark
Traveler, who is owned and being shown by Fred Simmons and
Brian Phelps at Barefoot Labradors.

Memphis served many years as a dependable duck
hunting companion. He loved to relieve ducks and as was his



nature was steady as a rock. Once on a trip to a beaver hole in
the timber on Cache River with a close friend who had a Lab
named Decoy, I choose to take Memphis because of his biddable
temperament. After placement of our decoys and locating a
good tree to hide near. Memphis was asked to sit-stay. The
early morning was very slow with no ducks. As my friends lab
roamed the area Memphis sat patiently for hours. He took an
occasional nap leaning against a tree. But once the ducks
arrived and were shot. Memphis promptly marked the fall and
made the retrieves. My hunting buddies still talk about that dog
you didn’t know was there until you needed him.

As a member of our family in the 90's he helped with our
two teenagers, Jeff and Julie. Anyone who has had teenagers
knows you need all the help you can get. ~ When our son Jeff,
left for college, he asked if Memphis could join him and his
roommates. They had a close bond and took good care of each
other for a couple of years.

Memphis was probably the most laid back easy-going lab
we will ever have. Memphis loved playing with puppies. We
referred to him as our puppy-sitter. When the puppies were old
enough to start getting out for walks and to play, Memphis
always went along to help keep up with the puppies.

Blackwing Bluffdale Memphis was a product of the
trust and friendship of Michael Parsons. During his 10 short
years at Blackwing he “carried his weight in every way”. He
helped teach us what a labrador can mean to a family. We miss
him. Mike and Lenore Hamilton



